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Mother's Day 
We live among objects scheduled to fall. 
It is only a matter of time before they obey 
the laws of weathering . 
They rive and split and fray 
for no reason at all. 
It is possible to survive them. 
Women have always lived with breakables . 
They learn to walk carefully, 
among doomed things, 
to sweep the dead ferns 
from last night's fi res 
with imperishable hands . 
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